AUSTRIAN  DEMOCRATIC  FEDERALISM
But nothing  remained  of those guarantees which  Provincial autonomy had enjoyed under the Republican Constitution.
The Provincial Governors were no longer elected by the Diets,   but were nominated  by the  " Federal"   government. They had to nominate the members of the Diet, as well as those of the  Provincial  government,   and  all  Municipal   Councils. Apart from the fact that the composition of the Provincial Diets was thus determined by the Central   government, the  latter considered it necessary to reserve to itself an absolute veto against all Provincial laws, a power which had never been provided for under   the   Republican   Constitution.    The   only   concession made to local financial interests was that one of four purely consultative chambers, the " Council of Provinces ", was to be composed of the Provincial Governors and the members for Finance of each Provincial government, whether Vorarlberg or Vienna.    All these members were the direct or indirect nominees of the Central government, which thus succeeded in reducing ' all the Provinces to the status forced on Vienna by the destruction of its autonomy.    But the structure of the Council was likely to further the plundering of the Viennese tax-revenues in favour of the Provincial administrations.    The latter could be formed with some regard for the old Christian Socials, the former major party, while the government's nominees in the essential offices in Vienna were representatives of the extremist diehards, whom the large majority of the people continued to despise. In fact, even the more moderate leaders of the new regime were t quite unable to understand that spirit of mutually balanced sectional interests upon which the working of Austrian Republican federalism had been based.    Schuschnigg, who had been for seven years one of the leading Right-wing members of the Christian Social Party, later x explained the bloody events of February 1943 as the inevitable consequence of a federal system, in which each side, " in order to gain its ends, needed full and unchallenged authority, and would have succumbed if it had shared any of that power with the others ".    In fact, the reverse was true, for the Austrian federalism had been a system of sharing power and gaining the possibility of the partial realisation of distinctly sectional ideals by compromise.    When one of the opposing camps of Austrian politics had come under the lead of forces unable to share power with their opponents, i.e.. Big Business, the ecclesiastical hierarchy and the old Officers' Corps, ,
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